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GUIDE TO REARING
YOUR KID GOAT

Selection of the Kid Goat

Born between 1% of May and 315 of August

Kids can be located via Trade Me, breeders, web-
sites, local contacts or by asking around. If possible
buy from the farm of birth.

The kid should be chosen no earlier than 3 days
after birth but preferably 5 days after birth, this
allows the kid to have its mother’s colostrum, which
gives protection against diseases and is high in both
vitamins and minerals.

On occasion kids have been rejected by their mother
or are one of triplets, in which case one is removed
from its mother as she is not able to adequately
feed 3 of them. In these cases the kid may not have
received colostrum.

The healthy kid should have a dry small navel, lively
movements, and clear bright eyes.

If a buck (male) is chosen he should be wethered with a rubber ring from 1 week old, otherwise he will
become smelly and possibly aggressive as he reaches maturity. Ensure both testicles are down before

releasing the ring.

If kids are to be dehorned, they should be debudded by a vet at 2 weeks of age. Failure to do this at the
correct age often results in horn re-growth. Dehorining adult goats is often very unsatisfactory.

Take note of your kid goat’s date of birth as this is required on your entry form.

Basic rearing needs
e 2 x 10kg bags of milk powder

s+ 2 x lamb teats (it pays to have a spare in case they are chewed)

e Or complete bottle and teat + spare teat
e Pellets or meal (from approx 3-4 weeks)
» Collar and lead

e Brush
¢ Drench
e \accine

« Cover (optional)

Feeding

Lamb milk powders are specially formulated to meet the needs of your kid goat. Lamb/goat teats that can
be screwed onto a coke or water bottle or complete lamb/goat feeding bottles are available from Franklin

Vets.

Mixing and feeding instructions are clearly written on the bag. Avoid sudden changes in the type (brand),
guantity or temperature of milk or milk powder. For best results milk feed your goat until Ag day.
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When feeding your kid in the first 5 days, watch that its tummy doesn’t get over distended. As a guide
feed 20% of body weight daily split into 5 small feeds. Example 3kg kid needs 600ml| per day fed at 120
ml per feed. Thoroughly clean bottles and teats after each feed.

Supplement the milk with a lamb or multifeed pellet and keep moving your goat so that it has access to
fresh grass everyday. Your goat (depending on how old) should be around 10kg by Ag day.

SCours - i your kid goat scours,

o

% Alternate between 120 ml milk and 120mi of good quality electrolyte such as Diarrest® or Revive®.
This should be done over 6 feeds a day, leaving 30 minutes at least between feeds. As the scouring
improves, electrolyte feeds can be slowly replaced with milk feeds over a period of 2-3 days.
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If the kid will not suckle tube feeding will be necessary
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Keep it in a clean, dry draft free environment and keep warm (hot water bottles are great) or a lamb
cover

Vaccination and drenching

If the mother of your kid goat was not vaccinated with a 5 in 1 one month prior to kidding or if you do not
know if it was vaccinated the kid should be vaccinated with a lamb vaccine or PK/Antitet from 1 week old.

If the goat has come from a vaccinated mother and has had adequate colostrum in the first day of its life it
will have protection for about 3 months.

Your kid should also be vaccinated with a 5 in 1 vaccine at weaning (3 months) and then given a booster

shot 1 month later and thereafter once a year. This vaccine prevents pulpy kidney disease, tetanus, black
disease, malignant oedema and blackleg.

Drench at about 6 weeks old and again at 10 weeks. An oral lamb drench is suitable for goats.

Housing requirements

A dry draft free house or kennel is required. You may even want to make a cover for your kid goat. It will
grow better if it is not using energy to keep warm. A dog cover is ideal while it is small.

Daily care

“ Regular feeding

< Wash its face to remove any milk residue
< Walk it on a lead and play with it

% Brush it a least once a day

# Practice calling your goat before each feed

POINTS TO REMEMBER

< Hooves should be trimmed and clean
<+ Hair around the hooves should be clipped
< Make sure your pets face and ears are clean
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< Trim long hair under its tail
<+ Brush it often to get a nice finish on the coat and remove loose hair

&,

% Ensure the collar is loosened regularly so it is not too tight otherwise it will wear the hair off around its
neck

Lice control

Lice are a common problem. Lice treatment are available from Franklin Vets.

It also helps brushing the kid daily to remove the dead lice eggs. If your kid gets lice you also need to
isolate it from other goats.

BEACHLANDS | KOPU | PAPAKURA | PUKEKOHE | TAUPIRI | TE KAUWHATA | WAIUKU
www.franklinvets.co.nz







